
STEVEN GIBBONS

Nicole Gibbs works on a sculpture at Oregon School of Art and Craft, where she's leaming skills to enhance her career as a working artist.

l-earning what it means to be an artist
By STEPHEN TEATER
SPECIAI WRITER

icole Gibbs akeady had a bachelor's de-
gre.e in painting and alt history when she
decided to punue a certificate in craft at
the Oregon College of Art and Craft in

Portland.

Despite her liberal arts degr&, "l had no idea
what it meant to be an artist, how to get my
work in a gallery - how to pursue that path,"
Gibbs said. "My goal was to learn a new media
area and to prepare a body of, work."

And that's what arts schools are for - pre-
paring students for a career as a working artist,
whether in the visual arts, performance arts, or
culinary arts and hospitality.

"We're very career-focused," said Katie
Silver. associate director of admissions for the
Art Institute of Portland, which offers pro-
grams such as graphic design, apparel design,

interior design, digital film and video, anima-
tion and advertising.

"While we're not a trade school, the class-
room environment really simulates what a stu-
dent would experience in the real world," Silver
said, so sfudents "are leaving with their degree
and also a portfolio that's strong enough to al-
low them to work in the industry."

Although many students attend art school
right after graduating from high school. "lt's_ a
real mix," said Silver,

"We have career-changers. we have people
already working in the industry who want to
move to a different part of the industry, second
bachelor's (degree) students," Silver said. "The
student body - while it's not huge - is very
diverse, and you just never know what you're
going to learn from the person sitting next to
you."

Because the cuniculum at arts schools is job-
specitic, the majority of courses will be hands-

on and career-related. However, "the state re-
quires 22 credits of English or writing-based
classes," said Jennifer White, president of the
Western Culinary Institute. "There is also a
computer class, a communications class, and a
math class. We're a professional-based college
and we're looking to educate (students), notjust
train them."

Arts schools work to keep coursework rele-
vant to the degree. For example, "you can teach
fractions by talking about pies," White said.

Students generally have good success finding
work after graduation. "Most programs have an
internship built into the major in the senior year,
which is the best way to transition into a job,"
said Silver.

Students can expect the length of an arts-
school prognm to run anywhere from 15
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